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Four Seasons, Four Flowers, Four Birds Bulletin Board Set
additional website assistance

This additional resource is intended to assist teachers who are using the Teacher Idea Sheet
included in Classic Education Product FS001 (Four Seasons, Four Flowers, Four Birds).

¢ Bird Information (with pinyin and English)
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Dandinghe
Dandinghé yin téuding you hongrouguan ér déming, yeé jiao xianhé, baihé. Yinwéi tamen shenghuo
zai zhaozeé huo qianshui didai, you béi rén chéng wéi “shidi zht shén”. Hé qita de nidoléi xiangbi,
dandinghé de shouming hén chang, yiban kéda wushi dao liushi sui, sudyi chéngwei le
‘changshou”de daimingci. Lingwai, yéyou xingfu, jixiang, zhongzhén de yuyi. Zhonggudrén chang ba
dandinghé hé songshu hua zai yiqi, cong kéxué de guandian kan, bu fuhé shiji, yinweéi hé shi
shénghuo zai zhaozédi de niao. Dan cong wénhua yiyi shang kan, qué you téshd de hanyi, yinwei
songshu hé hé dou daibidao changshou, sudyi Zhongguo gudai you“song hé yannian”zht shud,
bing ydu zéngsong“song heé tu”zhushou de xisu. Zai Daojiao zhong, dandinghé piaoyi de xingxiang yi
chéngweéi “chéngxian’de xiangzhéng.

The Red-Crowned Crane
The Red-Crowned Crane has a red crown-shaped head, thus its name. It may also be called "fairy
crane" or "white crane." Since they live in marshy or shallow water regions, they are also called "the
god of the wet ground." Compared to other birds, the red-crowned crane's life-span is quite long, up
to 50-60 years; thus, they represent longevity. The red-crowned crane also can take on the meaning
of happiness, luck or loyalty. Chinese people often draw red-crowned cranes together with pine trees,
but this is incorrect scientifically, because the cranes live in a marshy area. From a culturally
perspective, there is another special meaning, because pine trees and cranes both represent
longevity, so ancient China has a idiom "song hé yannian" to describe this. Traditionally, China also
has a custom of giving large crane and pine tree pictures to celebrate a elderly person's birthday.
Daoism believes that the image of an elegantly flying red-crowned crane is a symbol of becoming an
immortal.
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Xique
Xique shi ziguyilai shénshou rénmen xi'ai de nidolei, shi haoyun yu fuqi de xiangzhéng, ndngcin
xiging hanli shi zui leyd yong jiantié “xique déng zhttou” lai zhuangshi xinfang. Xique déng méi yi shi
Zhonggudhua zhong féichang chang jian de ticai, ta hai jingchang chixian zai Zhonggudé chuantdng
shigé dangzhong. Ciwai, zai Zhonggud de minjian chuanshud zhong, méi nian de QIxT rénjian
sudyodu de xique hui f&i shangtian hé, daqi y1 zud Quéqido, yin fénli de nitlang hé zhinl xianghui,
yin'ér zai Zhonghua wénhua zhong Quéqiao changchang chéngwéi nannl gingyuan de nitidai.

Minjian you xtidud guanyu xiquebaoxi de chuanshud. tHhong,you zhfiiEg yT1: Tangchao moqt you
ge jiao li jing yi de rén, jiamén giande shu shang ybu gé quéchao, ta chang weéishi chaoli de que
er, changqiyilai, rén hé nido ybdule ganqing. Yici li jing yi béi yuanwang ruyu, ling ta béi gan
tongku. Taran yT tian ta wéi shi de na zht nido ting zai yu chuang gian huan jiao buting. Ta anzi xiang
dayué you hao xiaoxi yao lai le. Gudran, san tianhou ta béi wuzui shifang. Yuanlai shi yinwei xique
bianchéng rén, jiachuanshéngzhi. You zhéxié gushi yinzhéng, huaquézhaoxi de féngsu jiu dawéi
liuxing.

Magpie
Since ancient times, the Chinese people have been fond of magpies. Magpies are a symbol of good
luck and blessing. In the countryside, for weddings and special events, people hang paper cuts of
magpies perching on branches to decorate their homes. Chinese traditional paintings and poems
frequently include magpies on plum trees. Also, according to Chinese folk legend, every year during
the Chinese Valentine's Day, magpies will fly together to create a "magpie bridge" in order to allow
the "Cowherd and Weaving Maid" to meet. Therefore, in Chinese culture, the Magpie Bridge
symbolizes the opportunity for a man and a woman to meet and fall in love.

Chinese Folklore has many fairy tales involving magpies which can announce good news. This is the
story: Towards the end of the Tang Dynasty, there was a person named "Li Jing Yi." In front of his
house, there was a tree with a magpie nest. He fed the magpie every day, and so they became very
good friends. One time Li Jing Yi was unjustly put in jail and felt very sad. One day his magpie friend
suddenly came to the jail window and kept singing. Li Jing Yi thought that maybe the magpie was
bringing good news. As expected, three days later, the good news came; he was released as
innocent. The magpie became a person with the authority to falsely deliver a decree, therefore
releasing Li Jing Yi. This story confirms that magpies are able to deliver good news. Thus, drawing
pictures of magpies to predict good news has become a popular custom.
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Kongqueé
Kdngque beéi shiwéi “bainiao zht wang”, shi youméi hé caihua de tixian. Zai Zhongguo, kdéngqué
jin fenbu zai Yunnan shéng, ér Yunnan shi Daizu juji de difang. Jushuo “Dai”’de hanyi jiushi
héping, kbdngqué shi Daizu de chdngbai wu. Zai Daizu rénmin de xinmu zhong, kdngqué shi zui
shanliang, zui congming, zui ai ziyou yu héping de niao, shi jixiang xingfu de xiangzhéng.

Zhuming de kdngqué wu jiu laiyuanyu kdngquée youmeéi dongzud de moéfang. Zhézhdng wudao yé

jianjié zaixian le Daizu rénmin de minzu xinggé hé jingshén. Tamen zai kdngque gé Ii chang dao:

“kdngqué zui aihao héping, tade xin xiang yuéliang yilyang guangming ... .... ” Duiyu Fajiaotu hé
Yindujiaotu laishud kdngque shi shénsheng de,tamen shi shénhua zhong“fénghuang’de huashén,
y& xiangzhéng zhe nlixing de héxié méi.

Peacock
The peacock is regarded as "the king of the birds," and is very graceful and talented. In China, the
peacock is most commonly found in YGnnan province. The Dai ethnic minority people live in Yinnan.
"Dai" means "peace." The Dai people strongly adore the peacock. The Dai people believe the
peacock is the kindest and smartest bird, pursuing freedom and peace. The peacock is a symbol of
luck and happiness.

The famous peacock dance is an imitation of the peacock's graceful movements. This kind of dance
indirectly demonstrates the Dai people's personality and dignity. Part of the lyrics to one of the Dai
people peacock songs is: "Peacocks long for peace; their hearts shine as bright as the moon..."
Buddhists and Hindus consider the peacock as sacred; peacocks are regarded as an image of the
renowned "Phoenix" and can be resemble a female's overall beauty.
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Yanzi
Yan shu hounido, sui jijié bianhua ér gianxi. Chuntian yidao, yanzi jiu féi lai le. Yinci, rénmen dou
gingié de chéng ta shi “baochin shizh&”. You yin yanzi xihuan chéngshuangchéngdui de féixing,
yinci chéngweéi le aiging de xiangzhéng.Yanzi dui zhuchao de huanjing bijiao jiangjit;i tiaoxuan
tongféng,ganzao,angxian hao de difang anjia. Rugud tamen changchang charu zai méugé rén jia

\\\\\\

Rénmen xi'ai yanzi hai gén y1 gé chuanshud you guan. Xiangchuan, Yuhuang Dadi géi yanzi hé
maquée de gongzuo shi yiqi bangzhu néngmin shou daogu. Jidohua de maque bujin chidiao ta de
guzi, hai chidiao le yanzi de guizi,ang bu gingchu zhénxiang de Yuhuang Dadi chéngfa yanzi,rang
yanzi chi chongzi. Dan laobaixing zhidao zhé&nxiang,0yi conglai bu shanghai chéngshi de yanzi,érqié
feichang aihu ta.

Swallow
The swallow is a migratory bird, traveling according to the seasons. When spring comes, the swallow
returns. Therefore, people call the bird "Herald of Spring." Since swallows like to fly in pairs, they
symbolize romance. Swallows are very particular about where they build their nests. They will choose
a well-ventilated, dry, well-lit area. If swallows build a nest under the eaves of someone's home, this
means that the house is facing a good location.

The following folk story also demonstrates people's affection toward the swallow. The Jade Emperor
gave a swallow and a sparrow the job of helping a farmer harvest his rice. But the sly sparrow ate the
rice instead of harvesting it. And not only did he eat his portion of the rice to harvest, but the swallow's
as well. The Jade Emperor did not understand what had happened, and so punished the swallow by
making him eat worms. People know the truth, however, so they never harm the honest swallow and
instead protect him.
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¢ Students take turns asking the teacher questions about the artwork.
For example (with pinyin and English):

1. —FHERPLET"
YTnianzhong ydu naxié jijie?
What are the four seasons?

2. MREEXRWFET?
Ni zui xihuan nage jijié?
Which season do you like best?

3. BT ETHREREMNEMN?
Méige jijié de gihou shi zényangde?
What's the climate like in each season?

4. XZf4afE?
Zhé shi shénme hua?
What's the name of this flower?

5 TEREEBEWL?
Hua de yansé you naxié?
What color are the flowers?

6. WERNIG?
Hua piaoliang ma?
Is the flower beautiful?

7. MEEEEFER (EX . UK. &XR) AH?
Naxié hua zai chdntian (xiatian , giGtian, dongtian) kaifang?
What flowers bloom in spring (summer, autumn, winter)?

8. BXFEHBAZXNG?
Zhe dud hua yéu shénme hanyi ma?
Does this flower have any particular meaning?

9. XEf4am?
Zhé shi shénme niao?
What is name of this bird?

10. PERZEBWLE?

YUmao de yansé you naxié?

What are the colors are the feathers?
1. BLgpyng?

Nidohui mingjiao ma?

Can birds tweet?
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XREBREFMHA?
Zhézhinido daibiao shénme?
What does this bird stand for?

¢ Divide the class into four groups (one per season). Examples (with pinyin and English):

EFRET, BNEHBNE
Chintian daole, wdmen qu guangchang fang fengzheng.
Spring is here; let’s go to the square to fly kites.

BRI, = AEENExt Rk

Xiatian hén ré, haizimen dou dao youydngchili youydng.

Summer is very hot; the children all go to the swimming pool to swim.
MUREERREE, BEFEN1—#EEBiFo

Qiatian bijido liangshuang, téongxué men yiqgi qu jiaoyou.

Autumn is quite cool; students go on a field trip.

BTER, KENE—REEA, FTEK

Daole dongtian, hudbanmen zai yiqi dut xuérén, da xuézhang.

When winter has come, friends build a snowman and have a snowball fight.
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