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Chinese Idioms, Set 1
additional website assistance

This additional resource is intended to assist teachers who are using the Teacher Idea Sheet
included in Classic Education Product CI001 (Chinese Idioms).

1.  i%3kiE 1K shud lai hua chang It’s a long story!

fRRE: RAEHBERER, T2ILAEREREE.
Jiéshi: Bidoshi shiging hén fuza, bushi jijuhua jiu néng shud gingchu.

Explanation: Indicates matters are very complicated, and one must say many words to make his
meaning clear.

Bl XAFIFERIEK,
Lizi: Zheéjian shiqing shudlaihuachang.
Example: This problem is a long story!

2. ZEMEZ aiwhjiwia Love me, love my dog

SES teg 22— AR, taxOoMthExfAFED.
Jiéshi: Biyu ai yigérén de shihou, yéhui guanxin hé ta yduguan de rén hé shiwu.

Explanation: When you love somebody, you will also care about the people or things that are
important to that person.

5+

A: “BIRERXMNMEFRIAR. ”

B: “IREABI RN AE XKL ?”

A: “FAABEEFNIAHEMBEIOX TR,
B: ‘HEZEREV

A: “W0O hén xihuan zhége paizi de yifu. ”

B: “Ni yigian bu shi bu xihuan ma?”

A: “YTnwéi wo chongbai de nage mingxing ta xihuan zhége paizi ah.”
B: “Zhénshi aiwagjiwa! ”

Example:

A: "l really like this brand of clothes."

B: "Didn’t you used to not like that brand?"

A: "The movie star | have a crush on likes that brand of clothing, so | do too."
B: "That is just like ‘love me, love my dog.’ "
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HEHME, MEEN—ABPEE—KIE, KEEH: —NEEIMTS—1EE, FEIIRMNEZOMMA
&8 “WNMIZEFHEXNFE THA? "RERZER : ‘BT, UREZSHEPAN, RELEFLENESELE
Xé; ﬁ/l%%zz%'i?ﬁﬁﬁ/l\}\, FMEMRPVINABRINIR, BEESEAE? "HTFXNMER, BIrET EERR
EXARIE.

CER: ‘S ERER—MAZRIENE, AMIEEANERSEMITRE RTHNEBLE.)

Béijing gushi:

Gushihou, Liu Xiang xiéde yibén shali ydu yiduan hua, dayi shishud: yiwei guéwang dabai le
lingyigé gudéwang, yushi daying de guobwang wen tade chéngxiang: “wo yinggai zényang duidai
shile de rén? “chéngxiang huida shud: “wod tingshud, ragud xi'ai nage rén, jiu lian ta fangzi shang
de waya yé xihuan; rugud bu xihuan nage rén, jiu lian tajia de purén yé tadoyan,, nin juéde
zénmeyang”? “youyu zhége chuanshud, jiu chanshéngle“ai wi ji wi”zhé ju chéngyu.

(Zhushi: “wiya”zai Zhonggud shi yizhdng bu shou huanying de nido, rénmen changchang renwéi
kanjian waya jiu yushi yéu buhao de shiqing fashéng. )

Idiom's origin:

In ancient times, Liu Xiang wrote a book containing this section: A king defeated another king. The
winner did not know how to treat the loser, so he asked his Prime Minister. The Prime Minister
replied, "I have heard that if you like a person, you should even like the crow perching on his roof. If
you dislike a person, even his servants you will look upon with disgust. So, this story produced the
saying, "When you love somebody, you will also care about the people or things that are important to
that person." (Note: Crows are not well-received in China. If someone sees a crow, it may bring bad
luck to that person.)

3. IEZEAWELE yuan gin bu ra jin lin  Distant relatives are not like close neighbors.

R FRIBEIRME, (AT HIE B AN<E B AR RE K RS FE BATR .

Jiéshi: Zhi yudao jinan, zhu zai yuanfang de ginqi jiu buru linja nayang néng jishi bangzhu ni.
Explanation: When you are in an emergency, neighbors can help you faster than relatives.

BilF:

= “HERRIC, BRNBEEZT. ETHMEZEAD?

FHEMBE: BHEL, AR IRER. ”

T RRIIRT , ARILFEAMELBT! 7

Lizi:

Lihua: “W4 jintian hén mang, méi shijian qu jié haizic Zhén buzhidao gai z€nme ban? ”
Lihua de linja: “ Biédanxin, wo kéyi bang ni qu jie.”

Lihua: “Tai ganxie nile, zhénshi yuanqgin burd jinlin ah! ”

Example:

Li Hua: "I'm very busy today and have no time to pick up the kids. | don’t know what to do.”
Li Hua’s Neighbor: "Don’t worry, | can pick them up for you."

Li Hua: "Thank you; distant relatives are not like close neighbors."
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B, ERRAEXNRE, RER, A2/LTHKENRER, XTHE. BIEZAXME, KERAE,
RRMIEAXL T RENE, RFEER. —FLKR, KEXRNE, HEIEERER. AIEEELRME
THE. OFRMGE, BREESHE. XN, KENSEERLTY, BEtEER, Sfike, BFT
EARMER. KERER), ROBUIEFER. MMBEN—ES DNIHE, RREFBERZELFT . Af]
BT HG: "B AN <RI

Beéijing gushi:

Chuanshuo, gushihou you dui fuqr, hén shanliang, késhi érzi ZhangQing qué hén ai wan, you
buzuodshi. Lidng gé laorén qu shihou, Zhang Qing méirén guan, hénkuai jiu huaguangle jialide
gian, zhihdo qu yaofan. Yinian dongtian, Zhang Qing you Iéng you & paodao jivjiujia yaofan.
Késhi jiujiu ba ta ganle chd qu. Zhang Qing méi difang qu, hdndao zai xuédili. Zhéshi, Zhang
Qing de linja kanjianle, jiu ba ta béi huijia, géita fan cht, haiqing le yishéng géi ta kanbing.
Zhang Qing hén gandong,juéxin gaidiao huai maobing. Ta hé linjimen yiqgi nuli de gongzud, hén
kuai shénghud jiu bianhao le. Rénmen kanjianle dou shud: “zhénshi yuangin burd jinlin a! ”

Idiom's Origin:

It has been said that in ancient times there was a couple who was good and kind. Their son, "Zhang
Qing," however, only liked to goof off and not work. After the couple died, there was no one to look
after Zhang Qing; he spent all his family's money and was forced to beg. One winter, Zhang Qing
was both cold and hungry, and so he had to go to his uncle's house to beg him for food; but his uncle
shooed him out the door. Zhang Qing had no place to go, and fainted in a snow-covered field. At that
time, Zhang Qing's neighbor saw Zhang Qing and carried him home on his back, gave him food and
found a doctor to treat his sickness. Zhang Qing was very touched, and was determined to give up
his bad habits. Zhang Qing and his neighbors worked hard together, and Zhang Qing's life quickly
changed for the better. When people saw him, they said, "Distant relatives are not like close
neighbors!"

4. —DLhE yijian zhdng ging Love at first sight

R BBz E—LERFEEE. BENEY—ELH~ET EIE.
Jiéshi: Zhi nannu zhijian yijianmian jiu chanshéng aiqing. Yeé zhi dui shiwu yikanjian jiu

chanshéng le ganqingo
Explanation: When a boy and a girl first meet, they immediately fall in love. Also, this may describe
when one looks at an object and immediately likes it.

jbEﬂ%:

BRA<<EREE>XABRER: —(EWNRTZH/IVINEEERBFTN, BE—UBS&T, B
A—RERERET « HAVNIEXDMBZTFR T —AE, ABNEEE: “RARAO—IE, R
BRBRHNRER. ItE, —IE—ELEARME.

Beéijing gushi:

Qingdai de<<XT Hu jiahua>> zhé bén shizhong xiédao: y1 wéi méilide nuhai St Xidoxiao chéngché
zai X1 Hu yéuwan shi, yudao y1 wéi nanhaizi, lidng rén y1 jianmian jiu xihuan shang le. Si
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Xidoxiao dui zhége nanhaizi shudle y1 ju hua, dagai de yisi shi: “ni dui wd de yijianzhongqing, wod
de xinli yéyou tongyang de ganshou”. Cihou, “yijianzhongqing”yizhi yanyongdao xianzai.

Idiom's Origin:

The book, "F#{EIE" ("XT Hu Jiahua") was written during the Qing dynasty, and contained the
following story: A beautiful girl named "Su Xiaoxiao" took a horse-drawn carriage to HangZhou's West
Lake. When she was wandering around, she met a boy, and the two immediately liked each other. Su
Xiaoxiao said to the boy something like this: "When you first saw me, you liked me, and | felt the
same way." From then on, it was ‘love at first sight.’

5+ PER T —NFEZ, BNME —IsE R,
Lizi: Ban lilai le y1 wéi xin tongxué, wd dui ta ydu“yijianzhongqing”de ganjué.
Example: We have a new classmate; | took one look at him, and discovered it was love at first sight.

5. AE=+t"+— buguansanqieérshiyi No matter what

R RE—1, RieZIEER.
Jiéshi: Buguyiqgie, buweén shifei gingydu.
Explanation: Do something no matter what, without clearly understanding the situation.

BilF:
J\E “REEIXT, HIREK, Tuﬁffno
NE IR E=ZEZ+—, R MERBE.

Lizi:

Xido wang: “Mingtian yao kaoshile, wod hén jinzhang, bu xiang chd qu wan. ”

Xiaoli: “Zanmen bu guan sanqt érshiyt, xian wan gé tongkuai zaishud. ”
Example:

Xiao Wang: "l will take a test tomorrow; | am very nervous and so won'’t go out tonight."
Xiao Li: "Don’t worry. No matter what, let’s have fun first."

ibgﬂ%

AERH, BREVNTENEENTREN, REXTEUNLGE. TEIXEACHNEITE, Hx
% "BRPMHHEEAFAAR, BUHET—T, 8SPHEABTFRESE, ZPRE=t-+—FH &k, ®E
BT o

BRIOZXPNELBRERTN, EREAARIULEFBE=NBTFESE. BEE=1BF, U5 —E#H
A, ANEMELRET. ANERN BRERTES.
FBR, "=+ HEERERNEEREFNRER TRE.

Béijing gushi:
Zhanguo shiqr, S Qin zai quan Qigu6 de wang yiqi duikang Qingud shi, tandao guanyu jundui
de shuliang. Qi wang juéde ziji de jundui bugdu, Sa Qin shud: “zhége chéngshi ydu giwan hu
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rénjia, wo jisuan le yixia, méi hu zhao san gé nanzi lai canjun, zhe jiu shi sanqgi ershiyi wan
bing, jiu zugodu le. ”

Su Qin de zhége suanfa xianran shi budui de, quanchéng bukénéng rang méihu dou chd san gé
nanzi qu canjin. Jiu suan you san geé nanzi, yé buyiding dou néng qu, yinweéi ydude yijing laole,
youde hai hén xiao, ydude shéngbing le déngdéng.

Houlai, “san qgi ershiyr’de yisi jiu bianchéng buwén gingchu shiging de yuanyin jiu xia juéding.
|diom's Origin:

During the Warring States period (475-221 B.C.), Su Qin persuaded the King of Qi to fight against the
Kingdom of Qin. The King of Qi thought his soldiers were not enough, so Su Qin advised the King of
Qi, "This city has 70,000 families. According to my calculations, if each family provides three men to
join the army, we'll have 210,000 soldiers, which will be enough."

However, Su Qin's method wasn't good. Not every family was able to provide three men. Even if they
had three men, they were not necessarily all able to go to war because of age, sickness, or other
reasons. Later, people used the phrase "three seven twenty-one" to express the term "no matter
what." That is, one makes a decision before clearly understanding the situation.

6. JF%&Z%kaiyé ché Burning the midnight oil

R ATFEIN TIEMAR.

Jiéshi: Weéile xuéxi hud gongzuo ér aoyeo
Explanation: Stay up late studying or working.
i+

NE: EIRE SIS EHR?
INE: WEERNBH, RFARET. ”

Lizi:

Xidao Wang: “Kaoshi fuxi de zényang ah? ”

Xiao Li: “Shijian zhén bugou yong , zhihao kaiyechéle. ”

Example:

Xiao Wang: "How did your studying for the test go?"

Xiao Li: "There wasn't enough time, so | had to burn the midnight oil."
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7. ABEEE, BETHyou jié you huan, zaijié bu nan
If you borrow something and then return it, it’s easier to borrow the next time.

B XABERERNER, JRTSEFZE, BRAEBEEMYSE. RUBLZE
BENGNINEREE.
Jiéshi: Zhé ju yanyu yong zai liang gé péngyou, huo yinhang yu kehu zhijian, jié de dongxi

tongchang shi caiwu fangmian. Shudoming péngyou zhijian huo jiédai shuangfang de
chéngxin hén zhongyao.
Explanation: This saying can be used between friends, or between a bank and its customers. The

borrowed item is often some kind of monetary item. It shows that honesty between two
parties is very important.

5+
FHEMAEER, KF—BREBAFES, —HERME: “BEEL, BETRE
Lizi:

Didi xiang dagé jiegian, dagé yibian ba gian digéi didi, yibian shuangkuai de shud “ydu jié
ybuhuan, zaijié bunan”s

Example:

The little brother wants to borrow money from his older brother. While giving the money to his little

brother, the older brother said, "If you borrow something and then return it, it's easier to borrow the
next time."

8. IEAIREHANME qing rén yan Ii cha xi shi  Love is blind!

R XABERERAERTER, HRA—HHRFRBERR, BENHTERTEN.
Jiéshi: Zhé ju yanyu yong zai lidng rén zai tan lian'ai shi, gizhong yifang yoéuyu ganqing hén

shén, juéde duifang shi zui wanméi de.
Explanation:  This saying is usually used between two people who fall in love. One of them is so in
love with the other that he or she considers the other one perfect.

51+
A “BREFMT, MREM, BRat, B
B: “ERBARBELHARE! ~

Lizi:
A:  “W6 tai chongbai tale, ta hén titie, hén shénshi, hén......
B: “Zhénshi gingrén yanli cha X1 Shi ah! ”

Example:
A: "l really admire him because he is so considerate, gentle, and......
B: "Love is blind!"
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BE: e AT AHEN B BNER. FEHRENARER, HPAkRESE L, A
=X MR AT

Beizhu:  Xi Shi shi gongyuanqian liu shiji shi youming de meéinl. Zhdnggud gudai ydu sida
méinu, qizhong X1 Sht shi diyT wei, sudyi Xi Shi shi“méi’de dai mingci.

Supplementary information:

Xi Shi is a well-known beauty from the sixth century B.C. Ancient China has four famous beauties, of
which Xi Shi is the most well-known. Thus, the name "Xi Shi" stands for beauty.

9. #4RLAVEEH ré gud shang de mayi  Experiencing great anxiety due to worry.

R XABERES —TAEEER, BERTIBRATTENR .

Jiéshi: Zhé ju yanyu yong zai dang yige rén féichang zhaoji, qié zhaobudao jiéjué fangfa de
shihou.

Explanation: This saying can be used when a person is extremely anxious, and cannot find any way
out.

¥

A CUNFEESTREE, RASRMER, BOEHABLENBE, 2ERT. "
B: "W, BT, MANZRBMRE—FRET . "

Lizi:

A: “Dangshizai chézhan mai wan piao, zhaobudao ni de shihou, wd jiu xiang régud shang de
mayi, jisi woleo ”

B: “Duibuqi, wo cudle, wd bu yinggai méiydu hé ni shud yishéng jiu zou le. ”

Example:
A:  "When | was buying a ticket, | could not find you, and was anxious and worried."
B:  "I'm sorry, | was wrong, | shouldn't have left without telling you."
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10. R#AEDO, ES#H liang yao ki kéu , zhong yan ni ér
As good medicine can be bitter to the tongue, good advice can be unpleasant to the ear.

R XATEN ENAETHE AMNZE BB ST, AR FARU B RIZERBXIFRIA
B IAIHEE
Jiéshi: Zhé ju hua de mudi zaiyu jiaoyu rénmen yao néng yonggan de jiéshou piping,

xianzai chang yonglai shuoming yinggai zhéngque duidai biéren de yijian hé piping.
Explanation:  This saying is used to teach people to bravely and humbly accept criticism. Today, it
also teaches people to take criticism with a positive attitude.

B+
A “BEERET, IRBERAFEEIREE, BRASXHET, RRAMATA, BAE, BRIFAR#HE. 7
B: “HAEEMIEMNERY, EMBRHAEN, EE¥FEW. ”

Lizi:

A:  “W0o zhidao wd cudle, rugud zaodian ting baba naxieéhua, wd jiu buhui zhéyang le, zhishi
buzht weishénme, ta dehua, wd tingbujinqu. ”

B: “WO0 néng lijié ni de ganshou, zhéng sudwéi ‘liangyaokukou, zhongyanni'ér’ ah. ”

Example:

A: "lrealize | was wrong. If only | had listed to dad’s words, | would not have messed up. But | don’t
know why | was unwilling to accept my dad’s words."

B: "l can understand how you feel. This describes, 'As good medicine can be bitter to the tongue,

good advice can be unpleasant to the ear.

11. F2|E,F2E hué dao lao, xué dao lao Be a lifelong learner!
R X ANEES AR 1% — £ ERWTE O S,
Jiéshi: Zhé ju yanyu guli wdmen yinggai yishéng dou buduan xaxin xuéxio.

Explanation: This saying encourages a person to never stop learning.

B+ :
A: “ERXNUBFGEREUUFRGFZEA, INRBAHAEX AL, "
B: “ZEW, HtBEEHMmM, R —(IEFE, FREWNFEIFH. ”

Lizi:

A:  “Zai zhe wéi yéye shénshang zongshi kéyi xuédao haodud dongxi, renshita derén dou
zhéme shud. ”

B: “Shia, wod yé hén jingpéita, ta shiyiweihuod dao ldo, xué dao lao de hao ldoshrto.

Example:

A: "We can always learn a lot from this elderly man. All those who know him agree."
B:  "You're right, | also highly respect him. He is a good teacher who is a lifelong learner!"
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12. 0FEZER xin xiang shi chéng Whatever you put your mind to, it will be successful.

R KR NEAES BNRHE, RAEARRESNEFHRE, % R0— M MRENE.
Jiéshi: Zhé shi Zhongguorén zai jiéri de shihou, hud wéi mourén gingzhu tébié de rizi de

shihou, changyodng de yigé zhufu de ciyuo
Explanation: This can be said at a Chinese holiday celebration or to encourage someone celebrating
a special life event.

B+
A “BiERT, RIRFHN—F, FEOE, OBER. 7
B: “BHHIR, BEIESRER. "

Lizi:
A:  “Xinnian daole, zhu ni xin de yT nidn, wanshirdyi, xinxiang shichéng. ”
B: “Xiéxie ni, tongyang zhufu ni. ”

Example:
A:  "The New Year has arrived. In the New Year, | wish you well and | know that whatever you put

your mind to, it will be successful."
B: "Thank you, and the same to you."
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